﻿His Works Do Follow Him

It took only three months to build the Pakington Street United Methodist Free Church. When, on 20 May 1877, the church was opened, the building was crowded, especially in the evening when seats had to be put down the aisles to accommodate listeners.

Among the listeners would have been Thomas Pescott, the man whose memory we are celebrating this weekend, because it was he, who, as contractor, built that church.
	In 1890 he built additions to the Sunday school here at Noble Street, while his sons David and George built the semicircular kindergarten hall in 1915.

It is 150 years since our ancestors Thomas Trewitt Pescott and Mary Ann Dean were married in All Saints Church, Gosforth, in England at Easter time 1852. 

The Pescotts left England and arrived in Geelong in 1857.
	In the year Thomas built the Pakington Street church, 1877, he was, here at Noble Street, a Sunday school teacher, librarian and treasurer. He would later become the school's superintendent, and, as the Honour Roll attests, a church trustee.

In a paper I wrote on Thomas, I mentioned that 'the inscription to an early record of trustees was Their Works Do Follow Them', to which I added 'Amen'. I took the text to mean something like 'their works continued on after their departure', and that is what I was agreeing with.
	The text is part of Revelations 14, verse 13, which in the King James version reads: 'And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them'. When I read this I wondered what exactly I was agreeing with, so I went to the more modern Moffatt translation, in which the second half says, 'Even so – it is the voice of the Spirit; let them rest from their toils; for what they have done goes with them' 
	What a blow! It turns out that 'their works do follow them' means virtually the opposite of what I thought it would have meant. Their works go with them; they don't go on after them.
	I'll expand on what I thought the inscription meant.
In the biological sense, we are the works that follow Thomas and Mary 
In what we do, we are the works that follow Thomas and Mary. Several themes in Thomas's life typify the man. Two are obvious: his church life and his job as carpenter and joiner. In all generations, 2nd to 6th there have been, and are, descendants who have followed Thomas's dedication to the life of the Christian church. In this way, his works follow him.
	Thomas was a skilled artisan, proud of the work he did. He also became an employer. Many have followed his works in these respects.
	Thomas was imbued with a love of nature, especially of plants. This has been a trait in many of his descendants. In this respect his works do follow him.
	Thomas loved music, especially singing. Here, too, his works follow him.
	Thomas loved books and the learning associated with them. His works follow him.
	We can see aspects of Thomas's interests in his descendants, not necessarily all characteristics in any one individual – for there are other influences operating.

In our being the biological works that follow Thomas, we had no choice. In what we do with our lives, in what interests we follow, there is an element of choice which we impose on underlying predispositions. There is a third way in which Thomas's works can follow him, which depends wholly on choice.
	Thomas died on the 29th of August 1910. The concluding words spoken in this church in his eulogy were: 
'He was known as a man of strict integrity, honest in all his dealings, and whose word was his bond.'
We can choose to be the works that follow Thomas Pescott, a man of strict integrity, honest in all his dealings and whose word was his bond.
	We honour them both, Thomas Trewitt Pescott and Mary Ann Dean.
